
This year that is now coming to an end has 
undoubtedly been a good year for the CNIO 
Friends initiative. We’ve seen a greater number 
of donors and of loyal supporters, who have 
chosen to renew their commitment. With 
much effort and the same enthusiasm as 
the first day, we have worked to repay you 
part of what you have given us and to extend 
our message a little further each day. We are 
closing 2016 with a community of almost 800 
friends and, what is even more comforting, 
with the incorporation of the first scientists 
recruited through this initiative. 
In just two years, we have been able to sign 
three contracts thanks to your donations 
and the collaboration agreement with the 
Juegaterapia Foundation. Three young 
researchers are already dedicating their efforts 
to study cancer using various approaches and 
all this has been possible thanks to the ongoing 
commitment from each one of you. 
Some societies ensure private sources of 
funding for projects and institutions. In our 
country, this spirit is certainly new –although 
the Prado Museum or the Teatro Real, among 
others, have been relying on philanthropy for 
years– but I am sure this system will extend 
over time. Philanthropy is a powerful tool, one 
that allows each one of us to decide how we 
want to invest our money. It is also a sign of 
commitment to a cause and the way we have, 
as individuals and as a society, to support –as 
is our case– cancer research regardless of 
governments or the ups-and-downs of the 
economy.
Thank you for your support, and Happy New 
Year.

—MARIA A. BLASCO
Director

A good year
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The Structural Biology and Biocomputing 
Programme and the National Institute 
Bioinformatics Unit at the CNIO have 
participated in the BLUEPRINT project, 
the major European partner framed in 
the International Human Epigenome 
Consortium (IHEC). The consortium published 
simultaneously 24 papers in different Cell 
Press magazines (1).  One of the main goals of 
the Melanoma Group is to discover features 
that define the melanoma blueprint. Its latest 
work, published in Nature Communications, 
identifies a protein crucial for the survival of 
these tumour cells (2). An important research 
by the Tumour Suppression Group appeared 
in the pages of Science magazine. The paper 
shows that tissue damage –including that 
associated with ageing– is key for in vivo cell 
reprogramming. This finding implies a change 
in the idea that we have of the reprogramming 

process in adult organisms and may lead to 
new treatments for degenerative diseases (3). 
Researchers at the Structural Computational 
Biology Group have discovered that the study of 
the evolution of thousands of bacterial proteins 
allows deciphering many interactions between 
human proteins. The paper, published in PNAS, 
will help to clarify the molecular details of 
thousands of interactions potentially involved 
in diseases such as cancer (4). 
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Last November, for the first time, CNIO Friends 
arranged to meet its friends and the experience 
was extremely satisfactory. Thanks to dozens 
of volunteers from the Centre who worked 
tirelessly for four days at La Vaguada, the 
initiative reached the neighbours and the visitors 
to this popular shopping centre in Madrid. They 
were able to obtain first-hand knowledge of 
what we do at the CNIO and how necessary 
their support is so that we can continue to work 
to combat cancer.
Another initiative that attracted many people, 
this time to our facilities, was the Marie 
Sklodowska-Curie exhibition. Hundreds of 
people came to learn more about the personal 
and professional life of this famous scientist 
and, incidentally, to visit the Centre on guided 
tours, once more, accompanied by volunteers. 

The generosity of these volunteers allows us to 
undertake a multitude of initiatives successfully. 
This is why their work at the sixth edition of Lab 
Day, which took place on December 1, was so 
important. On this day, the CNIO acknowledges 
and celebrates the work performed by its 
researchers. This year, in addition, CNIO Friends 
has contributed its name to one of the awards 
and it has presented another. An honour for us.
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The CNiO Friends initiative spent four days at La Vaguada 
talking about its mission./ CNIO  
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https://www.cnio.es/ing/publicaciones/the-cnio-takes-part-in-the-biggest-european-project-for-the-study-of-the-epigenome
https://www.cnio.es/ing/publicaciones/a-protein-that-defines-the-melanoma-blueprint
https://www.cnio.es/ing/publicaciones/tissue-damage-is-key-for-cell-reprogramming
https://www.cnio.es/ing/publicaciones/secrets-of-human-protein-interactions-unveiled-by-massive-sequencing-and-coevolution
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The Juegaterapia-CNIO postdoctoral fellowship was granted to Irene Felipe 
a few weeks ago. We have talked to her.

Tell us about your career...

I chose to study Biology (University of Seville) because I was sure I wanted to 
be involved in research. I prepared my doctoral thesis under the direction of 
Dr. Andrés Aguilera (CABIMER), studying transcription as a cellular process 
that might cause genetic instability. During this stage I had the chance to 
collaborate with Dr. Francesc Posas’s group (Pompeu Fabra University), 
analysing the role of Hog1 and Mrc1 in genome instability under conditions of 
osmotic stress. Then I joined the research group headed by Dr Javier Martín-
Broto at the IdISPa-Hospital Universitario Son Espases, and subsequently 
at IBiS, where I focused on the study of new therapeutic strategies for soft 
tissue sarcoma and GIST. I am a member of the Spanish Sarcoma Research 
Group (GEIS), a non-profit medical association dedicated to improving the 
expectations of sarcoma patients through information and research, and I 
have actively participated in several projects.

What is going to be your field of study at the CNIO?

Thanks to this fellowship, I have the privilege to work on the paediatric 
cancer research proposal put forward by doctors Francisco X. Real (Epithelial 
Carcinogenesis Group, Cancer Cell Biology Programme) and Lucas Moreno 
(Clinical Research Programme). In this project, we are going to focus on 
neuroblastic tumours, the most frequent type of tumour in the first two 
years of life, and then central nervous system tumours, the most common 

barriers; this is a great personal satisfaction”, 
she said during her talk on December 20 at the 
CNIO. The singer, who closed the Women in 
Science (WISE) lecture series, and who has 
recently been involved in several initiatives 
related to gender issues, displayed a genuine 
interest and a commitment that can be felt in 
many of her songs, and that were present in her 
inspiring words. Christina spoke about her life 
and the key aspects that have allowed her to 
have a long career and to be acknowledged in 
the music field. Undoubtedly, one of these key 
aspects has been her professional and personal 
independence. “A woman must have money 
and a room of her own if she is to write fiction” 
said Virginia Woolf in one of the key works of 
the twentieth century (A Room of One’s Own). 
For Rosenvinge, this is what women need. 
With independence and confidence, you do 
not have to renounce anything to succeed in 
a professional career. She is living proof that 
it is possible. 

«We are aware of the effort and the enthusiasm behind this 
funding aid and our work must be up to the task»

DISTINguIShED SEmINARS

16 december

hans-guido wendel
Memorial Sloan-Kettering Cancer Center 
(uSA)

2 december

celeste simon
university of Pennsylvania School of 
Medicine (uSA) 

11 november

stig e. bojesen
university of Copenhagen 
(Denmark)

CNIO WOmEN IN SCIENCE OFFICE 
SEmINARS

7 november

guadalupe martín martín
Fuenlabrada university Hospital 
(Spain)

20 december  
christina rosenvinge
Singer, actress, producer (Spain)

Melchor Fernández Almagro, 3.  

28029 Madrid, España. 

Tel: (34) 917 328 000 www.cnio.es

solid tumours found in children. We hope that the molecular findings and the 
translational aspects of the project, such as the identification of therapeutic 
strategies and the development of biomarkers, can be applied to clinical 
treatments in the near future.

Why do you think philanthropy is important?

Philanthropy is essential, and more so today in a situation of limited public 
funding. The crisis and the cuts have led to an increase in the number of 
philanthropic associations that are playing a commendable role. From my 
point of view, science should be at the service of the problems of society and, 
unfortunately, cancer is widespread. These associations are helping to undertake 
many cancer research projects and the researchers who are lucky enough to 
be able to carry them out take on a great challenge and a huge responsibility. 
We are aware of the effort and the enthusiasm behind this funding aid and 
our work must be up to the task. From here I would like to express my utmost 
appreciation and respect for the people who, with their effort and availability, 
make it possible to work for a more just society with improved possibilities for 
all people. In particular, I would like to highlight the work carried out by the 
Juegaterapia Foundation helping children with cancer to free their minds a bit 
from their treatments and to make their time in the hospital less of a burden.

Christina Rosenvinge

Singer, actress, producer

She has managed to conquer a male-dominated 
field without losing sight of her goals. Christina 
Rosenvinge (Madrid, 1964), with more than 
30 music albums behind her, does not want to 
be an icon or a muse for anything or anyone. 
In the end, however, being a woman, being 
in your fifties, and having the respect of 
critics and indie audiences is extraordinary. 
Rosenvinge, like others, has fought in a field 
in which stereotypes are crucial and she has 
emerged victorious. “You have to overcome 
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