
ANNUAL REPORT 2025 113

TECHNOLOGY TRANSFER 
AND VALORISATION 
OFFICE (TTVO)

With regard to projects that receive public funding through 
competitive programmes and involve industrial partners, Alejo 
Efeyan participated as Principal Investigator in a project related 
to the metabolic control of cell growth by mTOR in health and 
disease, coordinated by the Université Paris Cité. This project 
secured nearly €252,000 in funding for CNIO through the Marie 
Skłodowska-Curie Actions (MSCA) programme.

Additionally, two projects have received funding from the Spanish 
State Research Agency (AEI) through its call for Public–Private 
Collaborative Projects, awarding CNIO nearly €357,000 for each 
project. One of these projects, with Luis Paz-Ares as a Principal 
Investigator, focuses on developing an innovative therapy for 
the treatment of SCLC-A small-cell lung cancer. The second 
project, with Francisco Real as a Principal Investigator, addresses 
comprehensive pancreatic cancer treatment through innovative 
endoductal and transection techniques using RFA devices.

In 2026, the European Innovation Council (EIC) Pathfinder 
programme will provide funding for the PROPANTHERA (EIC-
2025-PATHFINDER) project, which focuses on inducing retrograde 
atrophy as a strategy for preventing and treating prostate and 
pancreatic cancer. The consortium is coordinated by Francisco 
Real and has a budget of €3.14 million.

Licence agreements for cell lines have been executed with the 
companies Eli Lilly (USA) and RASGenix S.r.l. (Italy), and two 
patent licence agreements, related to novel compounds developed 
by the Experimental Therapeutics Programme, whose terms were 
agreed in 2025, are expected to be executed at the beginning of the 
following year.

In 2025 the posted net income generated in 2024 from CNIO 
asset licences amounted to €1.7 million (about €1.1 million from 
monoclonal antibodies).

In 2025, the TTVO, jointly with the ISCIII, participated in Transfiere, 
the European Forum for Science, Technology and Innovation, and 
in the BioSpain conference, the largest biotech event organised by a 
national bioindustry association in Europe, where research results 
were presented and collaboration opportunities were discussed 
with company representatives and investors.

Throughout 2025, we also continued to follow and support initiatives 
by researchers at the CNIO to create new companies. In addition 
to signing two agreements with investors, we met with venture 
builders and consulting firms interested in identifying projects 
even at very early stages. We therefore hope that 2026 will be a 
breakthrough year for the emergence of new technology-based 
companies originating from the CNIO.

All of these achievements demonstrate CNIO’s commitment to 
driving research impact and valorisation through innovation and 
knowledge transfer.

The Technology Transfer and Valorisation Office (TTVO) contributes 
to translating CNIO research and innovation for society’s benefit, 
by ensuring appropriate protection of intellectual property and 
by channelling the technologies that arise from our research 
to companies and entrepreneurs for further development and 
beneficial societal impact.

The activities of the TTVO during 2025 focused on: monitoring 
the CNIO’s scientific developments; identifying new inventions; 
protecting and managing industrial and intellectual property at the 
CNIO; managing contracts with other institutions and industry; and, 
finally, commercialising and exploiting CNIO’s assets to promote 
a positive impact on the biomedical industrial sector and society, 
both through exploitation licences and through the creation of 
spin-off companies.

TTVO manages a portfolio of 41 active patent families and provides 
advice and assistance during the drafting of patent documents, 
their filing, and the prosecution process. In 2025, two priority 
patent applications were filed. One of them is co-owned with 
the Fundació Hospital Universitari Vall d’Hebron – Institut de 
Recerca, and the Erasmus University Medical Center Rotterdam. 
This new patent is a method and associated system for detecting 
metastasis in patients with pancreatic cancer. The invention 
may help surgeons and oncologists improve the management 
of pancreatic ductal adenocarcinoma (PDAC) patient care by 
guiding treatment decisions related to surgical intervention 
and chemotherapy. The other patent is related to a combined 
therapy for the treatment of pancreatic cancer, particularly PDAC. 
Moreover, two PCT (Patent Cooperation Treaty) applications for 
international extension were also filed in 2025. Licensed patents 
and patents under licence option agreements made up 41% of the 
CNIO portfolio in 2025.

Over the course of the year, the TTVO managed 257 agreements 
(MTAs, CDAs, research collaborations, licences, etc.). Most of these 
agreements (67%) were established with international entities, 
which is an indicator of the internationalisation of CNIO’s research 
activity.

Among the most relevant agreements signed in 2025 with the 
private sector were the collaboration with the company Tailor 
Bio Ltd (United Kingdom) for a project with the Computational 
Oncology Group, led by Geoff Macintyre; the collaboration with 
the company Vesto Therapeutics (USA) for a project with the 
Translational Chemical Biology Group, led by Gonçalo Bernardes; 
an agreement with AstraZeneca UK Ltd (United Kingdom) for a 
collaborative project with the Brain Metastasis Group, led by Manuel 
Valiente; and another agreement with the company AstraZeneca AB 
(Sweden) for a project with the Topology and DNA Breaks Group, 
led by Felipe Cortés.

“Our Office connects 
research and industry, 
supporting the translation of 
scientific discoveries into 
tangible benefits for patients 
and society.”
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