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In 2025, we arranged 2 CFMs:

1) MACHINES ACTING ON DNA AND RNA: A MOLECULAR 
MECHANISTIC PERSPECTIVE 
28 – 30 MAY 2025

This event focused on how cells have evolved complex 
macromolecular machines capable of addressing the challenges 
involved in the manipulation of nucleic acids during DNA replication, 
DNA repair, RNA processing, transcription, translation, and other 
DNA and RNA transactions. The combination of advances in cryo-
electron microscopy with cell and molecular biology, biochemistry, 
and biophysics has provided unprecedented insights into these 
complex and highly regulated processes. The meeting brought 
together leading researchers in the field, with an emphasis on 
integrating structural, biophysical, and biochemical approaches 
to define the molecular mechanisms underlying the function of 
large molecular machines responsible for nucleic acid transactions 
essential for the cell and organism.

ORGANISERS:

	· Óscar Llorca, Macromolecular Architecture and Function 
Group-CNIO, Spain - Rafael Fernández Leiro, Genome 
Integrity and Structural Biology Group-CNIO, Spain - 
Eva Nogales, Molecular & Cell Biology - University of 
California, Berkeley, USA.

SESSIONS:

	· Chromatin structure and remodelling
	· DNA damage signalling and repair
	· Genome Editing
	· Macromolecular complexes in DNA / RNA processing
	· Replication and Transcription
	· Translation

2) MOLECULAR AND CELLULAR HALLMARKS OF AGING: 
3RD EDITION. 
17-19 NOVEMBER 2025

This meeting was the third edition of an ageing conference at the 
CNIO, addressing parallel and convergent approaches to disentangle 
the complexity of human ageing. It brought together disciplines 
that are only marginally connected experimentally, yet strongly 
overlap in the study of ageing. The meeting aimed to integrate 
ageing research at molecular, cellular, and organismal levels through 
a comprehensive range of approaches. In other words, it fostered 
discussions and interactions among mouse and invertebrate model 
geneticists, molecular biologists, and biochemists, covering topics 
ranging from metabolism to regeneration, from chromatin to 
senescence, and from cellular energetics to telomeres.

ORGANISERS:

	· Maria A. Blasco, Telomeres and Telomerase Group-CNIO, 
Spain - Alejo Efeyan, Metabolism and Cell Signalling 
Group-CNIO, Spain - Thomas Rando, Eli and Edythe 
Broad Center of Regenerative Medicine and Stem Cell 
Research, University of California, Los Angeles, USA.

SESSIONS:

	· Ageing Pathways
	· Cancer and Ageing
	· Regulation of Ageing
	· Telomeres and Ageing Diseases
	· Senescence, Reprogramming and Ageing

MEETINGS & CONFERENCES

CNIO-CAIXARESEARCH FRONTIERS MEETINGS (CFM)

CNIO-CaixaResearch Frontiers Meetings are premier international 
conferences organised by the CNIO and “la Caixa” Foundation. 
These meetings focus on discussing the most innovative areas of 
cancer research, offering a distinctive forum for in-depth scientific 
exchange and lively debate. Each conference brings together around 
20 internationally renowned oncology experts, who share their most 
recent research over an intensive two-and-a-half-day programme. 
Attendees take part in a highly interactive setting that encourages 

the sharing of knowledge, ideas, and best practices across disciplines, 
promotes networking among peers, and enables direct interaction 
with leading keynote speakers. In addition to the scientific sessions, 
the conferences feature stimulating social activities and provide an 
overview of the latest advances in the field. Up to 100 participants 
are selected through an open, widely advertised application process, 
based on their potential to contribute actively to the meetings by 
presenting emerging topics through poster sessions or short oral 
presentations.

SCIENTIFIC EVENTS & OUTREACH
MERCEDES MORO Head

Technician
Mara Lizcano (until January)
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FORMATIVE SEMINAR SERIES: ETHICAL AND LEGAL ASPECTS 
OF RESEARCH INVOLVING HUMAN SAMPLES OR DATA

Ethical Evaluation of Projects and Sample Transfers: 
Procedures and Criteria
4 NOVEMBER 2025

SPEAKER:

	· Antonio Quesada Navidad, Vice President of the ISCIII 
Research Ethics Committee.

Data Protection and Sharing of Omics Data: Implications 
for Daily Work and How to Reflect Them in a Data 
Management Plan
13 NOVEMBER 2025

SPEAKER:

	· Igor Pinedo García, Partner at DAC Beachcroft, Data 
Protection Officer for CNIO.

Use of Human Data in the Context of Artificial Intelligence 
Development
25 NOVEMBER 2025

SPEAKER:

	· María Sánchez González, President of the ISCIII Research 
Ethics Committee.

ADVANCE MULTICOLOR COURSE 
19-20 NOVEMBER 2025

SPEAKERS:

	· Lola Martinez, Head of the Flow Cytometry Unit. CNIO. 
Madrid. Spain.

	· Aida Fiz, Flow Cytometry Unit Staff. CNIO. Madrid. Spain.
	· Ana Vieira, Remote EU Technical Application Specialists. 

Cytek.
	· Andrea Valle, Senior Product Manager. DeNovo Software.
	· Ioannis Panetas, Senior Scientific Advisor, FlowJo, BD 

Biosciences.

CIBERONC 
21 NOVEMBER 2025

LABEL-FREE 3D IMAGING USING HOLOTOMOGRAPHY. 
APPLICATIONS AND SAMPLE PREPARATION 
3 DECEMBER 2025

NEW INSIGHTS IN CANCER DISCOVERY 
19 MAY 2025

ORGANISERS:

	· Ramón Areces Foundation - CNIO - Weizmann Institute 
of Science

ORGANISING COMMITTEE:

	· Yardena Samuels, Weizmann Institute of Science (WIS).
	· Maria Blasco, Spanish National Cancer Research Centre 

(CNIO).
	· Fernando Peláez, Spanish National Cancer Research 

Centre (CNIO).

TRAINING COURSES AND WORKSHOPS

The CNIO is committed to disseminating the latest advances in 
cancer research with the wider community, including healthcare 
professionals and emerging scientists, helping them to stay up to 
date on recent developments in specialised techniques. This is 
achieved through training courses and practical workshops led 
by CNIO scientists and technologists.

FLOW CYTOMETRY INDUCTION COURSE: FUNDAMENTALS, 
APPLICATIONS, DATA ANALYSIS AND DATA PRESENTATION 
14-15 JANUARY 2025, 18-19 FEBRUARY 2025, 25-26 MARCH 
2025, 5-6 APRIL 2025, 16-17 JUNE 2025, 17-18 JULY 2025, 23-24 
SEPTEMBER 2025, 20-21 OCTOBER 2025, 25-26 NOVEMBER 2025

SPEAKERS:

	· Irene Fernández Delgado, Flow Cytometry Unit. CNIO.
	· Aida Fiz-López, Flow Cytometry Unit. CNIO.
	· Julia García-Lestón, Flow Cytometry Unit. CNIO.
	· Lola Martínez, Flow Cytometry Unit Head. CNIO.
	· Jamie McCarthy, European Application Specialist. FCS 

Express.
	· Lorinda Turner, Technical Application Specialist. DeNovo 

software.

GOOD PRACTICES IN HIGH DIMENSIONAL FLOW CYTOMETRY 
25-26 FEBRUARY 2025

SPEAKERS:

	· Laura Ferrer-Font, Scientific Solutions Manager - Medical 
& Scientific Affairs at BD.

	· Lola Martinez, Head of the Flow Cytometry Unit. CNIO. 
Madrid. Spain.

	· Ana Vieira, Remote Technical Application Specialists. 
Cytek.

	· Jamie McCarthy, European Application Specialist. 
DeNovo Software.

	· Serena di Cecilia, European Application Specialist, FlowJo, 
BD Biosciences.

I COURSE FOR RESIDENTS AND YOUNG ASSISTANTS IN 
HEREDITARY CANCER 
24 APRIL 2025

ORGANISERS:

	· CNIO - FICIC
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DATE SPEAKER ORGANISATION TITLE

JANUARY

22/01/2025 Michael Snyder Stanford University, Stanford, USA Disrupting Healthcare Using Deep 
Data and Remote Monitoring

31/01/2025 Jan Löwe MRC Laboratory of Molecular Biology 
(LMB), Cambridge, UK

DNA entrapment by Structural Maintenance 
of Chromosomes (SMC) complexes

FEBRUARY

07/02/2025 Celine Vallot Curie Institute, Paris, France Investigating mechanisms of cell plasticity in 
breast cancer at single-cell resolution

21/02/2025 Scott Lowe Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer 
Center, New York, USA

New approaches to target senescence 
associated pathologies and cancer

28/02/2025 Ivan Ðikic Gustav Embden Centre of Biological Chemistry, 
Goethe University Frankfurt, Germany

Ubiquitination in cancer pathogenesis and therapy

MARCH

07/03/2025 Rafael Torres Martín 
de Rosales

School of Biomedical Engineering & Imaging 
Sciences, King’s College London, UK

PET Imaging-guided development of Drug Delivery 
Nanomedicines and Cell-based Immunotherapies

14/03/2025 Michael N. Hall Biozentrum, University of Basel, Switzerland mTOR signaling in growth, metabolism and disease

21/03/2025 Andrés Aguilera University of Seville and Andalusian Molecular Biology 
and Regenerative Medicine Centre (CABIMER), Spain

A differential role for RNA and chromatin in replication-
mediated genome instability, hallmark of cancer cells

28/03/2025 Raphaël Rodriguez CNRS; Curie Institute, Paris, France Chemical control of cell identity

APRIL

04/04/2025 Gabriel Rabinovich Institute of Biology and Experimental 
Medicine (IBYME), National Council for 
Scientific and Technological Investigations 
(CONICET), Buenos Aires, Argentina

Galectins as multifunctional glyco-checkpoints: 
A sweet future for immunotherapy?

MAY

23/05/2025 Samuel Bakhoum Chief Scientific Officer, Volastra Therapeutics, NY, 
US; Adjunct Associate Professor, Geisel School 
of Medicine at Dartmouth, Hanover, NH, USA

Chromosomal instability as a driver of cancer progression

JUNE

06/06/2025 Ming Li Sloan Kettering Institute; Gerstner Sloan 
Kettering Graduate School; Weill Cornell Graduate 
School of Medical Sciences, New York, USA

Immunological Mechanisms of Cancer Defense

13/06/2025 Brenda A. Schulman Max Planck Institute of Biochemistry, 
Martinsried, Germany

Signaling through the ubiquitin system

20/06/2025 Zoltan Arany Cardiovascular Institute and Institute 
Diabetes Obesity and Metabolism; Perelman 
School of Medicine, Pennsylvania, USA

Selective mTOR signaling in the liver from MAFLD to HCC

SEPTEMBER

05/09/2025 Claudio de Virgilio University of Fribourg, Switzerland Metabolic control of TORC1

12/09/2025 Varun Venkataramani Heidelberg University Hospital, Heidelberg, Germany Targeting the neural blueprint of brain tumors

CNIO DISTINGUISHED SEMINARS

The Distinguished Seminars Series aims to bring exceptional, 
internationally recognised scientists to present seminars and engage 
with researchers at CNIO. These seminars are recurring events, 
open to the public, and typically take place on Fridays at noon in 
the CNIO Auditorium. Each series features renowned scientists 
who discuss topics of broad interest to the CNIO community.

In total, CNIO hosted 25 distinguished speakers in 2025.

www.cnio.es/en/eventos/
Melchor Fernández Almagro 3
28029 Madrid, Spain 

Seminars free of charge

2025

Friday 31 Jan

Jan Löwe
MRC Laboratory of Molecular Biology (LMB), 
Cambridge, UK

Wednesday 22 Jan

Michael Snyder     
Stanford University, Stanford, US

Friday 7 Feb

Celine Vallot 
 Curie Institute, Paris, France

Friday 21 Feb

Scott Lowe
Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center,     
New York, US

Friday 14 Mar

Michael N. Hall
Biozentrum, University of Basel, Switzerland

Friday 13 Jun

Brenda A. Schulman
Max Planck Institute of Biochemistry, 
Martinsried, Germany

Friday 21 Mar

Andres Aguilera
University of Seville and Andalusian Molecular 
Biology and Regenerative Medicine Centre 
(CABIMER), Seville, Spain

Friday 20 Jun

Zoltan Arany
Cardiovascular Institute and Institute Diabetes 
Obesity and Metabolism; Perelman School of 
Medicine, University of Pennsylvania, US

Friday 5 Sep

Claudio De Virgilio          
University of Fribourg, Switzerland

Friday 6 Jun

Ming Li
SKI, Gerstner Sloan Kettering Graduate 
School;Weill Cornell Graduate School of 
Medical Sciences,  New York, US

Friday 17 Oct

Andrew Carter
MRC Laboratory of Molecular Biology, 
Cambridge, UK

Friday 7 Mar

Rafael Torres 
Martin De Rosales
School of Biomedical Engineering & Imaging 
Sciences, King’s College, London, UK

Friday 28 Feb

Ivan Ðikic
Gustav Embden Centre of Biological 
Chemistry, Goethe University Frankfurt, 
Germany

Friday 31 Oct

Vincent Prevot
National Institute of Health and Medical 
Research (Inserm), Lille, France

Friday 12 Sep

Varun 
Venkataramani          
Heidelberg University Hospital, Heidelberg, 
Germany

Friday 28 Nov

Antoni Celià-Terrasa
 Institute of Molecular Biology of Barcelona 
(IBMB-CSIC), Barcelona, Spain

Friday 23 May

Samuel Bakhoum
Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center,  
New York, US

Friday 14 Nov

Michelle Arkin
Small Molecule Discovery Center,

University of California, San Francisco, US

Friday 5 Dec

Eliezer M. Van Allen
Harvard Medical School and Dana-Farber 
Cancer Institute, Boston, US

01/2012-12/2024   
04/2025-03/2031

Friday 28 Mar

Raphaël Rodriguez  
CNRS; Curie Institute, Paris, France

Friday 3 Oct

Sabine Costagliola
IRIBHM- Jacques E. Dumont,  
Brussels, Belgium

Friday 12 Dec

David Sancho
Spanish National Centre for Cardiovascular 
Research - CNIC, Madrid, Spain

Friday 7 Nov

Dieter Saur
Technical University of Munich, Germany

Friday 4 Apr

Gabriel Rabinovich
Institute of Biology and Experimental 
Medicine (IBYME), Buenos Aires, Argentina

Friday 10 Oct

Angela Koehler
MIT Center for Precision Cancer Medicine, 
Cambridge, US
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AD-HOC SEMINARS

In addition to the CNIO Distinguished Seminar Series, the CNIO also 
organises a variety of ad hoc seminars throughout the year. These 
seminars are designed to foster academic collaboration, promote 
intellectual growth, and provide opportunities for networking 
both within the academic community and across institutions. In 
2025, CNIO researchers organised a total of 38 ad hoc seminars.

DATE SPEAKER ORGANISATION TITLE

JANUARY

14/01/2025 Gennaro Napolitano The Telethon Institute of Genetics and Medicine 
(TIGEM) and University of Naples Federico II, Italy

Selective modulation of mTORC1 signaling at the lysosome

FEBRUARY

12/02/2025 Asier Unciti-Broceta Edinburgh Cancer Research, Institute of Genetics and 
Cancer, CRUK Scotland Centre, University of Edinburgh

Discovery, preclinical and early clinical development 
of eCF506/NXP900: the first total SRC inhibitor

18/02/2025 Pablo Fernández Tussy Yale School of Medicine, USA Regulation of lipids and cholesterol metabolism in fatty 
liver disease progression and hepatocellular carcinoma

25/02/2025 Nacho Molina CNRS Research Director and head of the Stochastic 
Systems Biology Lab at IGBMC in Strasbourg

Unraveling Spatio-Temporal Regulation of Gene 
Expression During the Cell Cycle by Integrating 
Single-Cell Multiome and Spatial Transcriptomics 
with Biophysics-Informed Deep Learning

MARCH

19/03/2025 Cristian Prieto García Institute of Biochemistry II (IBC2) - Goethe 
University Frankfurt, Germany

Targeting Proteotoxic Splicing in Cancer

24/03/2025 Mohamad Abedi University of Washington, Seattle, US Unlocking New Therapeutic Strategies by Reconstructing 
Cell Signaling Networks from the Ground Up

26/03/2025 Javier Bonet-Aleta Herchel-Smith Postdoctoral at the 
University of Cambridge, UK

An autonomous c–Myc mRNA small–molecule degrader

APRIL

10/04/2025 Daniel Muñoz-Espín CRUK Cambridge Centre, Early Cancer Institute 
(ECI), University of Cambridge, UK

Impact of Senescence and Reprogramming 
in the Lung Tumour Microenvironment

28/04/2025 Paolo Ceppi Translational Cancer Hub, University of 
Southern Denmark, Odense, Denmark

Contact-based transfer of thymidylate 
promotes collective tumor growth

MAY

19/05/2025 Raman van Wee Prof. Philipp Kukura’s lab, Department of 
Chemistry, University of Oxford, UK

Ku7080 threading on DNA enables synapsis 
of double strand breaks by APLF

19/05/2025 Antonio Maraver Institute of Cancer Research of Montpellier 
(IRCM), Montpellier, France

FMO4 drives lung adenocarcinoma by stabilizing the 
MAT2A/MAT2B complex and hindering ferroptosis

DATE SPEAKER ORGANISATION TITLE

OCTOBER

03/10/2025 Sabine Costagliola IRIBHM- Jacques E. Dumont, Brussels, Belgium Human Thyroid Organoids for In Vitro 
Thyroid Cancer Modeling

10/10/2025 Angela Koehler MIT Center for Precision Cancer 
Medicine, Cambridge, USA

Attenuating Oncogenic Transcription with Small Molecules

17/10/2025 Andrew Carter MRC Laboratory of Molecular Biology, Cambridge, UK Cargo transport by the dynein-dynactin motor

31/10/2025 Vincent Prevot National Institute of Health and Medical 
Research (Inserm), Lille, France

Age-related loss of GnRH expression and rhythmic 
release in cognitive disorders: a role for minipuberty?

NOVEMBER

07/11/2025 Dieter Saur Technical University of Munich, Germany Decoding and Targeting Therapeutic Resistance in PDAC: 
From Subclonal Persistence to Immunosuppression

14/11/2025 Michelle Arkin Small Molecule Discovery Center, University 
of California, San Francisco, USA

Modulating protein-protein interaction 
networks with small molecules

28/11/2025 Toni Celià-Terrassa Institute of Molecular Biology of Barcelona 
(IBMB-CSIC), Barcelona, Spain

Micrometastasis immune evasion and 
TIM3: from biology to therapeutics

DECEMBER

05/12/2025 Eliezer M. Van Allen Harvard Medical School and Dana-Farber 
Cancer Institute, Boston, USA

Learning the Molecular Logic of Cancer

12/12/2025 David Sancho Spanish National Centre for Cardiovascular 
Research - CNIC, Madrid, Spain

Metabolic programming of dendritic 
cells for cancer immunotherapy
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DATE SPEAKER ORGANISATION TITLE

NOVEMBER

06/11/2025 Silvia Remeseiro Umeå University, Umeå, Sweden Deciphering neuron-to-glioma synaptic communication 
through 3D genomics and epigenetics data

21/11/2025 María Alieva imAIgenelab - Dynamic Cancer Insight 
with AI Group, Sols-Morreale Institute of 
Biomedical Research, Madrid, Spain

Insights into immunotherapy function, 
tumor heterogeneity and invasion

24/11/2025 Tatiana Hurtado 
de Mendoza

University of California San Diego, US Redirecting cytomegalovirus immunity against 
pancreas cancer for immunotherapy

25/11/2025 Enrique Fernández 
and Nacho Ferreiro

Palex Medical, Barcelona, Spain De la Academia a la Industria. El viaje de un científico

25/11/2025 Iris Seitz Department of Bioproducts and 
Biosystems, Aalto University, Finland

Building functional virus-(un)like nanostructures 
using nucleic acid origami

26/11/2025 Uri Ben-David Professor of Cancer Genetics, Tel Aviv University, Israel Cancer aneuploidy: From tumor evolution 
to therapeutic vulnerabilities

26/11/2025 Francisco José Amaro Physiology Department, Faculty of 
Medicine, University of Granada, Spain

Prehabilitación y rehabilitación multidisciplinar basada en 
ejercicio, nutrición y apoyo psicológico para optimizar el 
pronóstico quirúrgico en pacientes con cáncer de colon: 
dilucidando los mecanismos moleculares implicados

DECEMBER

01/12/2025 Lola Martínez, Irene 
Martínez, Mattia 
Gallizioli, Ludovic 
Monheim, Ioannis 
Panetas, Laura Ferrer

BD Biosciences CNIO FACSDiscoverTM S8 Days

01/12/2025 Tomás Alarcón Mathematics Research Institute (CRM), 
ICREA, Barcelona, Spain

An overview of mathematical modelling in immunotherapy

11/12/2025 Andoni Serrano Corral The Pink Force Foundation, San Sebastián, Spain Serie Seminarios Cáncer desde Dentro

DATE SPEAKER ORGANISATION TITLE

JUNE

12/06/2025 Esteban Hoijman Molecular Biology Institute of Barcelona 
- IBMB (CSIC), Barcelona, Spain

The developmental emergence of immunity: 
imaging epithelial phagocytes in action

17/06/2025 Almudena Chaves Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center, New York, US Metabolic Reprogramming as a Therapeutic 
Strategy: Uncovering Vulnerabilities in 
Tissue Regeneration and Cancer

JULY

04/07/2025 Raul Mostoslavsky Krantz Family Center for Cancer Research, 
Massachusetts General Hospital Harvard 
Medical School, Boston, USA

Linking Epigenetics, Metabolism and 
Cancer: One Gene at a time

10/07/2025 Marta García de 
Castro Valdés

Retired teacher Cáncer desde dentro. La línea quebrada / 
Cancer from Within. The broken line

24/07/2025 Peter Bailey Botton-Champalimaud Pancreatic 
Cancer Center, Lisboa, Portugal

The big and small of eccDNAs in PDAC

SEPTEMBER

15/09/2025 Vanja Sisirak National Centre for Scientific Research 
(CNRS), Bordeaux, France

Extracellular DNASE dysfunction fuels obesity-
driven inflammation and metabolic syndrome

17/09/2025 Juliana Idoyaga Department of Pharmacology (School of 
Medicine) and Department of Molecular Biology 
(School of Biological Sciences), University of 
California San Diego, San Diego, CA, USA

Monocytes in Context: How Environment 
Shapes Fate and Function

26/09/2025 Manuel Valiente Brain Metastasis Group, Tumour Biology 
Programme, CNIO, Madrid, Spain

Exploiting altered molecular patterns in 
the microenvironment to challenge brain 
metastases in mice and human

30/09/2025 Thierry Collin and 
Loic Ferrer

Sophia Genetics, Bordeaux, France Developing AI in the context of Multimodal Analysis 
for treatment response and treatment benefit 
prediction in Oncology: how to build digital twins

OCTOBER

07/10/2025 Benjamin Neel NYU Langone Health, New York, USA New insights into SHP2 and SHP2 inhibitor action

09/10/2025 Carlos Silvestre-Roig Institute of Experimental Pathology (ZMBE), 
University of Münster, Germany

Neutrophil dynamics: from granulopoiesis 
to vascular health

13/10/2025 Vijay Tiwari Institute of Molecular Medicine, University of 
Southern Denmark, Odense, Denmark

Genomics-driven targeting of metastasis 
and therapy resistance

20/10/2025 Jorge Montesinos Center for Biological Research (CIB), Madrid, Spain A fat not to forget: the role of cholesterol 
in neurodegeneration

21/10/2025 Edith Kordon National Council of Scientific and Technological 
Research (CONICET) at the Institute of Physiology, 
Molecular Biology and Neurosciences (IFIBYNE), 
UBA-CONICET, Buenos Aires, Argentina

A tale of two proteins, Rspondin-3 and Tristetraprolin. 
Biological roles and regulation in breast cancer cells

22/10/2025 Sandra Petrus-Reurer Milner Institute, Cambridge, UK Generation and characterisation of ‘universal’ 
low-immunogenic human primary cholangiocyte 
organoids for treatment of bile duct disorders

24/10/2025 Oscar Llorca Macromolecular Complexes in DNA Damage 
Response Group, Structural Biology Programme

Cryo-EM at work: Revealing structures 
and molecular mechanisms

28/10/2025 Robbie Loewith Molecular and Cellular Biology Department, 
University of Geneva, Switzerland

TORC2 and plasma membrane homeostasis
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EUROPEAN RESEARCHERS’ NIGHT 2025 
CNIO: ¡CONOCE A LOS CIENTÍFICOS, SÉ UN CIENTÍFICO! 
CNIO: MEET THE SCIENTISTS, BECOME A SCIENTIST! 
26 SEPTEMBER 2025
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The Centre opened its doors to the public to show its commitment 
to society and to promoting scientific culture.

Between 5:00 p.m. and 9:00 p.m., three groups took part in a 
science experiment led by young volunteer researchers from the 
Centre. These researchers guided each group step by step through 
the process of carrying out a simple science experiment at home 
using everyday household materials. They also explained what a 
researcher’s work involves and answered participants’ questions, 
addressing any doubts they had. In total, more than 350 people 
attended the event, supported by 110 volunteers.

Our aim is to show who we are and how we work at the CNIO, one 
of the world’s leading cancer research centres. During Researchers’ 
Night at the CNIO, people of all ages had the opportunity to discover 
and experience science firsthand. The activities began with a video 
presentation, including live connections to different areas of the 
Centre, followed by a welcome from CNIO scientists who shared 
their personal stories about choosing a career in cancer research. 
This was followed by a DNA extraction experiment. Attendees 
were also able to visit several laboratory stands featuring different 
activities and equipment, where they learned how we conduct 
research, identify mutations that cause diseases such as cancer, and 
search for improved treatments. Throughout the event, participants 
were encouraged to ask questions, and the CNIO team thoroughly 
enjoyed responding to them.

This 16th edition in Madrid was coordinated by the madri+d 
Foundation for Knowledge and funded by the European Union 
under Horizon Europe, the EU ‘s Research and Innovation Program, 
through the Marie Skłodowska-Curie Actions (grant agreement 
number 101.162.110).

OPEN DOORS DAY: EVERYONE UNRAVELLING CANCER 
5 NOVEMBER 2025

The CNIO also devotes significant effort to strengthening the 
connection between science and society. One example of this 
commitment is its collaboration with the madri+d research network 
in organising Madrid Science Week (25th Science and Innovation 
Week, 3–16 November 2025).

In November 2025, the CNIO took part in Science and Innovation 
Week under the slogan “Todos y todas desarmando al cáncer” 
(“Everyone Unravelling Cancer”). The event was held online 
and brought together more than 42 participants, who had the 
opportunity to learn more about a leading research institution 
such as the CNIO.

The Madrid Science and Innovation Week is a science outreach 
and citizen participation event organised by the Community of 
Madrid, through the madri+d Foundation for Knowledge, with the 
aim of actively engaging society in the processes of research and 
development in science, technology, and innovation.

SCIENCE DISSEMINATION EVENTS

WORLD CANCER RESEARCH DAY 
“EL CÁNCER TAMBIÉN SE HEREDA: PARA PREVENIRLO, CONOCE 
TUS GENES” 
24 SEPTEMBER 2025

ORGANISER:

	· Centro Nacional de Investigaciones Oncológicas (CNIO)

WITH THE SUPPORT OF:

	· ”la Caixa” Foundation

LECTURES:

	· “Cómo avanza la investigación en genética del cáncer, 
y cómo programas de investigación como IMPACT y 
Genome of Europe pueden mejorar la vida de todos”. Ángel 
Carracedo Álvarez, Full Professor of Forensic Medicine at 
the University of Santiago de Compostela. Coordinator of 
the IMPaCT Genomics project (ISCIII).

	· “De la investigación en cáncer hereditario, a un mayor 
conocimiento global de los genes implicados en cáncer”. 
Mercedes Robledo, Hereditary Endocrine Cancer Group, 
Cancer Genomics Programme, CNIO.

	· “Cómo las consultas de cáncer familiar y las unidades 
de consejo genético ayudan a prevenir el cáncer”. 
María Currás, Familial Cancer Unit, Cancer Genomics 
Programme, CNIO.

ROUND TABLE:

	· Ángel Carracedo Álvarez, Full Professor of Forensic 
Medicine at the University of Santiago de Compostela.

	· Coordinator of the IMPaCT Genomics project (ISCIII).
	· María Currás, Familial Cancer Unit, Cancer Genomics 

Programme, CNIO.
	· Mercedes Robledo, Hereditary Endocrine Cancer Group, 

Cancer Genomics Programme, CNIO.
	· Rosario Perona, The Institute of Health Carlos III (ISCIII).
	· José Enrique León, CNIO Friend.
	· Chair: Pampa García Molina, science journalist. Director 

of the Science Media Center Spain.
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