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Facts & Figures sponsorships and partnerships

Fundación Jesús Serra-
C a t a l a n a  O c c i d e n t e 
continues to fund the Visiting 
Researchers ’ Programme 
that was established to 

support prestigious international professors for short stays 
at the CNIO. The recipient of the Jesús Serra Foundation’s 
Visiting Researchers ’ Award in 2021 was Raúl Rabadán, 
Professor in the Department of Systems Biology and Biomedical 
Informatics and Director of the Center for Topology of Cancer 
Evolution and Heterogeneity of Columbia University ( New 
York, USA ).

The AXA Research Fund 
( ARF ) — a global initiative 
of scientific philanthropy 
run by the insurance group 

AXA — awarded an AXA-CNIO Endowed Permanent Chair 
position in Molecular Oncology to Mariano Barbacid as part 
of its 2011 call.

During 2021, our research activities and seminars were also 
supported, among others, by Fundación Investigación 
Biomédica Hospital Universitario 12 de Octubre, Fundación 
Española de Hematología y Hemoterapia, Fundación Banco 
Sabadell, the French Embassy, and the British Embassy.

SPONSORSHIPS AND PARTNERSHIPS

“ We take this opportunity to express our thanks and 
appreciation to all our sponsors for the generous support 
that we received from them in 2021. They play an inherent 
role in our present and future successes.”

The Fundación “ la Caixa ” 
helps finance our most 
prominent international 

conferences, the CNIO-”la Caixa ” Foundation Frontiers 
Meetings. Another main goal of the “ la Caixa ” Foundation is 
to support an innovative programme aimed at fostering 
international fellowships to attract the most outstanding 
students from the international arena to obtain their doctoral 
degrees at accredited “ Severo Ochoa ” Centres of Excellence. 
Since 2017, the CNIO participates in the doctoral INPhINIT 
fellowship programme of the “ la Caixa ” Foundation ; the aim 
of this programme is to attract outstanding international 
students to carry out doctorates at top Spanish research 
centres. During 2021, 3 pre-doctoral students received one 
of these internationally recognised fellowships.

Fundación CRIS is dedicated 
to the promotion and 
development of research with 
the aim of eliminating the 
serious health threat of 

cancer. Fundación CRIS generously supports 2 research groups 
at the CNIO: the Cancer Immunity Group, led by María 
Casanova ; and the Prostate Cancer Clinical Research Unit 
( CRU ), headed by David Olmos. These Groups focus on the 
translation of advances in cancer research into novel 
therapeutics and improvements in patient care.

Thanks to the support of the 
Fundación Banco Santander, 
a group of 6 researchers will 
receive training on managerial 
and entrepreneurial skills 

in 2022, in collaboration with the IE Business School. Banco 
Santander Foundation also supports our successful outreach 
project, CNIO Arte.

T h e  Fu n d a c i ó n  S e v e 
Ballesteros is a private not-
for-profit  institution 
foc u sed  on sec ur ing, 

financing, and promoting research projects centred on brain 
tumours. Fundación Seve Ballesteros has been supporting the 
Seve Ballesteros Foundation-CNIO Brain Tumour Group, 
headed by Massimo Squatrito, since 2012. This Group focuses 
on identifying markers for brain tumours as its principal 
activity.
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