
In 2008 the Fundación "la Caixa" initiated an innovative programme to offer international fellowships for PhD students to carry out their thesis 
projects in Spanish Biomedical research centres of excellence. The CNIO was chosen as one of four such centres in Spain. The four year programme 
supports up to 10 fellows at the CNIO who are selected after an international Call and competitive selection process. The 2010 Call was a tremendous 
success, drawing more than 334 applications. The 10 selected students are already working on their thesis projects in the following CNIO Programmes: 
Molecular Oncology (2 students), Molecular Pathology (2), BBVA Foundation – CNIO Cancer Cell Biology (1), Human Cancer Genetics (1), Structural 
Biology and Biocomputing (3) and Clinical Research (1).

Fundación "la Caixa"

Philanthropy

2008 Call

Name BSc/MSc University CNIO Group
Eva Briso Autonoma University of Madrid, Spain Genes, Development and Disease

Jaroslaw Cendrowski University of Warsaw, Poland Epithelial Carciogenesis

Maciej Czachoworski McGill University, Montreal, Canada Genetic and Molecular Epidemiolgy

Sara Mainardi University of Rome "La Sapienza", Italy Experimental Oncology

Agnieszka Malizewska University of Wroclaw, Poland Hereditary Endocrine Cancer

Silvia Remeseiro University of La Coruña, Spain Chromosome Dynamics

Marta Shahbazi Autonoma University of Madrid, Spain Epithelial Cell Biology

Jaroslaw Sochacki University of Kielce, Poland Molecular Cytogenetics

Miljana Tanic University of Belgrade, Serbia Human Genetics

2010 Call

Name BSc/MSc University CNIO Group
Cristina Balbás Princeton University, USA Epithelial Carciogenesis

Deborah Balzano University of Milan, Italy Cell Signalling and Adhesion

Metehan Çifdalöz Bogaziçi University, Istanbul, Turkey Melanoma

Marija Dramicanin University of Belgrade, Serbia Structural Bases of Genome Integrity

Cristina Ibáñez Complutense University of Madrid, Spain Stuctural Computational Biology

Ilya Kovalenko Lomonosov Moscow State University, Russia Growth Factors, Nutrients and Cancer

María Nieto Autónoma University of Barcelona, Spain Genomic Instability

Natalia Sherina St. Petersburg State Polytechnical University, Russia Breast Cancer

Catherine Symonds University of Massachusetts, Amherst, USA Experimental Oncology

Tereza Vaclová Masaryk University, Brno, Czech Republic Human Genetics

2009 Call

Name BSc/MSc University CNIO Group
Michele Cioffi University of Naples Federico II, Italy Stem Cells and Cancer

Aguirre A. de Cubas University of Zaragoza, Spain Hereditary Endocrine Cancer

Ljiljana Dukanovic Bard College, Annandale-on-Hudson, USA Epithelial Cell Biology

Ana M. Garrote National University of Quilmes, Argentina Macromolecular Crystallography

Marta M. Kamieniak Warsaw University, Poland Human Genetics

Juliane Menezes Federal University of Rio de Janeiro, Brasil Molecular Cytogenetics

Ilaria Mereu University of Cagliari, Italy Computational Biophysics

Enrico Tenaglia University of Turin, Italy Genomic Instability

Marianna Trakala Autonoma University of Madrid, Spain Cell Division and Cancer

Krishna S. Tummala Indian Institute of Technology (IIT), Roarkee, India Growth Factors, Nutrients and Cancer
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In 2008 the CNIO launched its new CNIO-Caja Navarra International Postdoctoral Programme for young MDs or PhD holders in collaboration with Caja 
Navarra. Four fully funded two-year grants were awarded in 2010. The successful candidates receive specialised, high quality training in different areas 
of cancer research.

Fundación Caja Navarra

Name PhD/MD Granting Institution
Mohamad-Ali Fawal Paul Sabatier University, Toulouse, France

Carlos Michel Washington University in Saint Louis, USA
Monica Musteanu Medical University of Vienna, Austria
Michele Petruzzelli University Medical Center Utrecht, The Netherlands

2009 Call

Name PhD/MD Granting Institution
Chiara Ambrogio University of Turin, Italy

Pei Pei Gan University of New South Wales, Australia
Milana Morgenstern Weizmann Institute of Science, Rehovot, Israel
Iván Muñoz University of Cádiz, Spain
Sandrina Nóbrega University of Coimbra, Portugal 
Pilar Sancho University of Seville, Spain
Erica Riveiro University of Rio de Janeiro, Brazil
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